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5 Semper ego auditor tantùm, n{inquamne reponam, a 
Vexatus toties rauci theſeide codri? 
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FOR 


LVD TYR W. 


MY LORD, 


Tan farcaftic and illiberal way in which 
your Lordſhip has treated my profeſſion, will, 
I truſt, juſtify me in thus openly avowing 
my deteſtation of your conduct. A public 
inſult demands a' public vindication; and 
though I am not ſo vain as to think that this 
letter will make any impreſſion on a mind 
like your Lordſhip's, yet I hope it will expoſe 
yo inſtability and cruſn the effects of your 

B prejudices. 
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prejudices. What is the Bill againſt which 


your lordſhip has ſummoned up all the phlegm 
of your temperament, and all the art of your 
profeſſion? Is it a bill for the aggrandize- 
ment of a few by the ruin of the many Pore 
No! Is it a bill for the extinction of fcience ? 
No! ts it a bill to deprive the naval ſurgeon 
of that final and laſting recompence, a domeſ- 
tic ſettlement? No!—The bill has for its 
object the reverſe of all this. 


I need not tell your lordſhip that in every 
profeſſion there muſt be ſome ſtandard of ap- 
preciation.— V ou will not admit the circulat- 


ing coin of a country without being ſure that 


it is free from alloy; and will you admit 
opinions of ſuch infinitely greater moment 


to the happineſs of mankind, without having 


weighed them at all? If my guinea is bad, 

I am only a guinea the poorer ; but if my 
OPINION or practice is bad, I am not only in- 
jured in my own reputation, but tranſmit my 


cr ime 


dime to poſterity. But without travelling 


(439 

far for quotations, your own profeſſion ſhews 
the expediency of a ſtandard ; would you 
confer the dignity of barriſter on that legal 
tool, a tranſcriber” of parchments? Then 
| how can you ſuppoſe that the functions of a 
ſurgeon can be adequately exerciſed by a ſtu- 
dent in bell metal mortars! Taking there- 
fore cuſtom for my guide, I lay it down as 
an unalterable poſition, that there muſt be a 
ſtandard. The court of examining ſurgeons 
have hitherto conſtituted that tribunal. The 
deſign of their inſtitution was to protect ſo- 
ciety from ignorance and empiriciſm, by giv- 
ing a diplomatic ſanction to men of abilities. 
But experience, the polar ſtar of ſcience, 
has ſhown that their authority was too limited 
to be effeftual ; and that the army, navy, 
and empire at Jarge, have been inundated and 
overwhelmed with impudent pretenders. 
The neceflity for ſome reform in this reſpect 


is too apparent to be contradicted, In confir- 


'B 2 mation 


(4) 
mation of it we have the teſtimony of every 
naval officer. How has the ſervice been ſup- 
plied with mates—from the hoſpitals of 
Great Britain, the proper ſeminaries of chi- 
rurgical knowledge? No! From the private 
abodes, or domeſtic tuition of reſpectable ſur- 
geons? No !-—How then have they origi- 
nated? Why from the ſhops of apotheca- 
ries!—diſcarded apprentices, and uneducated 
porters'! But a far greater number of them 
needy adventurers from the north! Scotch 
graduates, that never ſaw a diſſection, or even 
handled a knife Precious fellows to be en- 
truſted with lopping off legs and arms in a 
battle — Their education is merely this: 
they cotne to towu as ignorant and as ruſti- 
cated as peaſants. They walk an hoſpital (if 
they can afford it) for three months: during 
which time they acquire a little technical 
phraſeology ; and with this ſuperficial in- 
ſtruction they ſally forth as mates to diſtri- 
bute life and death to the miſerable victims of 
war. 


CPF 

war. It is a notorious truth, that at ſea they 
amputate like the barbarians of Abyſſinia; 
only with this difference, that they uſe a 
knife inſtead of a hatchet, For the truth 
of his, 1 appeal to the teſtimony of all the 
naval officers, and to the petition of the De- 


legates. Good God! are the lives of his ma- 3 


jeſty's ſeamen, the invulnerable bulwarks, 
and main palladium of our ſtrength, to be 
idly facrificed to pleaſe a junto, or pamper 
the ſpleen of a faction? Or, will it be any 
extenuation of our guiltineſs either in the 
preſent or ſucceeding ages, that we have been 
prevented from doing an act of humanity, 
becauſe it was repugnant to the principles of 
your lordſhip ? I would not be fo deſtitute 
of humanity. as to wiſh your lordſhip the 


.painful experience of ſo brute-like an opera- 


tion. But I appeal to your own underſtand- 
ing, whether you in your conſcience think, 


that a man unſkilled in anatomy, and unbot- 
B 3 tomed 
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tomed in all medical ſoience, can be entruſt- 
ed to amputate a limb, without knowing the 7 | 
courſe of the arteries ; or extract a ſplinter 
or a 'muſket-ſhot, without a knowledge of 


the membranes in which it is enveloped ? 


4 
* 


But perhaps it is the intereſt of government 


to ſacrifice the lives of the wounded, rather 
than incur the expence of their maintenance. 
iT his was the policy of the German courts, 
and perhaps it was the policy of other courts, 
in a war not leſs remarkable for the blood it 
:expended, than for the zeal with which the 
; then Attorney General encouraged its profecu- 
tion. But here, I confeſs, your lordſhip has 


acted in ſtri& conformity to calculation; that 


mank ind while they condemn your barbarity 
may admire the economy that produced it: 
for a horſe is eſtimated at labeuty- eigbt pounds, 
and a man only at fifteen. - Meaſures con- 


__\ on ſuch en principles, may be 
compared 


42 


Compared to the black ſerpent of India b, 
| pho is ſaid to carry within his head an anti- 
dote to his own: poi fon. It is therefore a 
mark of your political prudence to provide a 
c college for horſes, while you commit their 

riders, with the reſt of their furniture, to ruſt 
and oblivion. It is a lamentable truth that 
the veterinary profeſſors are better paid than 
the army ſurgeons, and ſhould your lord- 
ſhip live to patronize their inſtitution, they 
may look forward with .exultation to that 
auſpicious moment, when a red ribband and 
a collar of horſe ſhoes is to be the honorary 
reward of their ingenuity. Should future 
times be ſolicitous to know | your "motives 
for this decided preference, perhaps malevo- 
lent fame may whiſper that a farrier from a 
country village was once the Aſculapius of 
your family. But you ſay that ** ſurgeons 
in this country are not reſpectable men.” 
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Was this aſſertion to be literally interpreted, | 


in what a contemptuous light ſhould we ap- 
pear to our neighbours? Suppoſe ſome po- 
tentate, in any diſtant, but poliſhed empire, 
was to read your lordſhip's harangue; what 


would be his concluſion ? either that the 


Engliſh were barbarians, or the orator a mad- 
man; and for this moſt obvious reaſon, that 


medicine is the firſt art that is practiſed in 
human ſociety, becauſe we cannot exiſt 


without it, and the laſt that is brought to 
perfection on account of its abſtruſeneſs; 


therefore we may exclaim with Milton, 


8 — ot to know us, argues yourſelves unknown. 


Nothing under heaven being ſo abſurd and 
improbable, as our negligence of an art which 
concerns our exiſtence while we are in pur- 
ſuit of ornamental refinements. Would any 


man ſuffer a diſeaſe to prey upon his vitals while 
he was taking leſſons from an Attitudinarian ? 


But 


(9) 


But the fact is, that ſurgery has been highly 
cultivated, and that you are wrong, your wit | 


buffoonery, and your whole argument a 


_ congeſtion of falſchoods, As you ſeem ſo de- 
ficient in information, it is neceſſary that 
you ſhould be told, that the reſpectability of 
the ſurgeons commenced with the inſtitu- 
tion of the French academy; and that the 
Englith, prone to adopt, and beſt calculated to 
improve it, ſeized the embryon, nurſed it 
with induſtry, and have brought it near to 
perfection. And ſuch, let me tell you, has 
been our chirurgical fame, that the ſovereigns 
of Europe, in imitation of the Ruſſian Czar, 
have ſent their ſurgeons to us for education: 


for it is a truth not to be contradicted, that 


at the aſſembly of the allies on the continent, 
the German, Hanoverian and Pruſſian ſoldiers 
had eminent ſurgeons inſtruQed at Engiifh ſe- 
minaries, while the brave Britiſh were ſuffer» 
ing perpetual martyrdom from the defect 
of ſcience in their countrymen, Theſe 


are 


e 

are facts, my Lord, which it is neither in the 
power of your ingenuity to invalidate, nor 
of your wit to evade. State emergencies or 
the calamities of war might have reconciled 
1 us even to this; but the evil was more ex- 
* tenſive, for theſe men, on the return of peace, 
| thruſt themſelves on the boſom of ſociety, 

and commit the ſame enormities in domeſtic 
praQtice, that they have been accuſtomed: ta 
exerciſe on the continent and the ocean. 

You have been pleaſed to deſcant with ſome 

acrimony on our origin. If origin, my Lord, 

is to depreciate maturity, there is nothing be- 

neath the moon, that would be ſafe from 

your aſperſions. We might, without diving 

far into hiſtory, adduce more illuſtrious cha- 

racters than ſurgeons that have ſprung from 

baſer beginnings Let it be remembered that . 

the Nile itſelf is collected from ſingle rivulets 

that ſurgeons were originally incorporated 


with barbers, is no reaſon that they ſhould 
= | not 
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not now be ſeparated and exalted. Their pri- 
; mary conſolidation is a diſgrace to the age 
that united them, and to refuſe to recognize 
their ſeparation is an imputation of diſhonour 
u pon this. Like chemiſts who amal gamate 
gold with inferior metals, they put them to- 
gether in a crucible, but all their ſkill in 
cor bination could never effect a coaleſgence—- 
they were oppoſite elements; and when your 
lordſhip by the depth of your genius has ob- 
tained a patent for the junction of contrarie- 
tles, you will probably amalgamate them. 

But I believe you will firſt diſcover *. 000 ; 
nn d i - yt; zuam 


0 eue my Lord, is not that they are 
10 ſeparated, but that they were ever com- 
Bined. Their ſeparation was brought about, 5 
not ſo much from the ſchiſm or fermentation 
of the members, as from the diſcordant na- 
ture of the two occupations. One was a 
mountain like Ætna, replete with combuſti- 

bles, 


— 


( 2 
-bles, the other, a paltry hillock of mud that 
grew like an exereſcence on the ſurface— 
and the event confirms the theory. For the 
firſt inundation which buried the hillock, 
haas propagated in a mighty torrent the blaze 
of diſcovery, while the paltry mound that 
obſtructed its overflow, continues with the 
ſame inſipidity where chance firſt ordained it | 
to grow. The one was a ſimple employment, 
unſuſceptible of any refinement, A barber 
muſt, in the nature of things, be an un- 
changeable and unimproveable animal. His 
-bufineſs admits of no variation, except new 
contorſions in whetting his razor, or curling 
a chancellor's wig, But ſurgery admits of 
boundleſs expanſion, Its genius, like that of 
| Plautus, ſoon ſoared above ſuch mongrel aſſo- 
ciates ; and burſt its incloſures by its magni» 
tude, Like a living and a dead acorn planted 
in the ſame ſpot of earth, the one has be- 
come a ſtupendous oak, the ſhade: and orna- 
ment of the foreſt; while the other, deprived 
of 


N 
of growth and vitality, lies mouldering in its 
firſt foundations. But your lordſhip ſays 
that ſurgeons have no pretenſions to be ] 
erected into a college, becauſe they have no 
learnin 8. What interpretation you mean to 
put upon learning, J muſt confeſs I do not 
underſtand. Perhaps you think there i is no 
learning in the world, but your own; ora- 
tory is too apt to breed a contemptuous pride 
—orators have always been vain men ; and 
your Lordſhip reſembles your predeceſſors. 
But you muſt be a very ſuperficial obſerver 
not to know, that ſurgery, of all the arts 
which the world has produced, is at once the 
moſt ancient, moſt critical, and profound; 
and that the longeſt life, and moſt recondite 
ſpeculation, is ſcarcely ſufficient to develop 
its intricacies, or unfold its inventions. The 
practice of ſurgery preceded that of law 0 
many hundred years, and its members were 
held in eſteem and veneration long before 
the age of Juſtinian had furniſhed men like 


6 To your 


your Lordſhip to load them with reproaches. 
Is every profeſſion to be deemed inſignificant 
that does not produce a Demoſthenes 2—1s 
anatomy nothing Ps phyfiology nothing ? 
Are the laws of the animal economy no- 

thing Not to mention chemiſtry, phar- 
| macy, and botany, which form alſo a part of 
our education? Or can your Lordſhip, with 
all your profundity, ſpeak ten intelligible 
ſentences on either: — Then whence have you 
the indecency to vilify an art, the myſteries 
of which you cannot comprehend with. all 
the depth of your g genius? If oratory is to 
be the criterion of wiſdom, what were New- 
ton, Locke, or Addiſon ? Were they idiots ? 
No ! they were men of reflection men who 
employed their minds in the cauſe of ſcience 
and morality, without either diſturbing the 
tranquillity of others, or endangering their 
own. And even in our profeſſion there are 
men who have reflected long enough to know. 


that talents are only or namental, as they are 
8 | | made 


made the inſtruments of improvement. Re- 
gestion 18 the refreſhing rain of the firma« 

| ment; oratory the boiſterous cataract: the 
one fertilizes the ſoil over which it is diffuſed, 
the other ſuffocates vegetation, and deſtroys 
its fecundity by its own violence. You have, 
it is true, diſplayed your power in making an 
old edifice dilapidate; but if marble monu- 
ments were as common as rolls of parchment, 
3 believe there would not be one erected to 
a perpetuate the fame of your victory, Your 
| exploits, like thoſe of Alexander, may be me- 
morable for their ſplendour, but he who reads 
the works of Hippocrates, will wonder that 
you are not both enumerated amongſt his dif- 
eaſes. —Had the members of our community 
been lawyers, they might , like your Lordſhip, 
have excited the riſibility of a court, con- 
founded a witneſs, or cajoled a jury. And 
had your Lordſhip been bred a barber-ſurgeon, 
you had probably been compelled, with all 
your abilities, to grow! beneath the t of 
theſe 
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theſe occupations, becauſe your want of u- 


manity had rendered you incapable of the 
latter: nor would it have been a vaſt addi- 
tion even to Mambrino' 8 helmet, . 580 
had been lelt in the ſuds. FE root s 


But your Lordſhip faxs 0 our pretenſions are 


unjuſt and illegal, becauſe we are not a 

ſcientific body. —Surely your Lordfhip' s re- 
collection muſt be ſurpriſingly ſhallow ſo ſoon 
to forget, that it is not three years ſince you 
conferred that dignity on the farriers, for 


which we have contended, I do not find it 
recorded that you thundered your anathemas 
againſt that bill, or even oppoſed its intro- 
duction. Taking therefore your ſilence for 


acquieſcence, let me aſk you, on what prin- 
3 ciple, conſiſtent with your preſent profeſſions, 


you could ſuffer ſo diſgraceful a meaſure to 
receive the ſanction of parliament ? Are the 
| carcaſes of the cavalry horſes more import- 
ant to the community than the lives of its 


citizens ? 
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citizens? Or have the veterinary profeſſors 
found arguments to convince you that horſe 


pathology is more ſcientific than human ?— 


It is faid a horſe once trembled at the ſight 


of your Lordſhip. The tale ſeems now to be 


inverted ; and you are become afraid of a 


horſe, —If fo, 1 believe it will be the firſt 
time you ever felt for any thing: taking it 
therefore as a propitious omen, I hope your 

Lordſhip will next begin to feel for mankind. 
| Where was the watchful Argus of parlia- 

ment when the veterinary bill was in agita= 


tion ?—Where was then your ſolicitude fot 
the dignity | of literature, or your anxiety 


for the rights of individuals! 5 Or did they | | 


like Aneas approach your Tartarean pre- 
85 with a taliſman to lull the growling 


horns to ſleep? Or what conſtruction 


are we to put upon a character that dif- 
plays' at once the ſtrength of a giant and 


the mutability and levity of a. woman + Ec 


0 5 - Had 


6 
Had you lived in the reign of Culigula, 
he would have made you one of his con- 
fuls ; ; and perhaps : a niche in the Vatican near 
your | tutelar ſaint *, would have finally r re- 
warded your ſervices. | 


we %+ 44 


334 it ſeems your tener, exuſts in ths 


dian, and foal not want the 3 8 822 


ſiſtance. My Lord, do not too precipitately 
flatter yourſelf with an exemption from the 
ills of mortality: there are e. rocks and 


„ * © * - ( * I 
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8 + There is 4 ee related by one | of FE F 8 
writers of a, continental lawyer, who applied to the, 
Pope to grant his profeſſion : a Wiel ſaint, His 1 
neſs ordered him to be blindfolded and walk three 
times round the Vatican; then to kneel, and whatever 
deity he ſhould embrace would de his tutelar ſaint. 
The obedient attorney did as he was inſtructed, and. 
ſtopping before the ſtatue of the angel Gabriel, who, 
is repreſented as treading u pon Satan, he ſeized with | 
avidity the hoofs of the fallen an gel, and has ever ſirice 


worſhipped him as his God. 


7.7 
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69 
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quickſinds in the Archipelago , of human 
life, beſi des thoſe which environ the iſland 
of Calypſo ; : but it ſeems your Lordſhip 
Has not been without concuſſions in your 
voyage, or you would not brag your eſcape. 
Conſidering then that you have paſſed the 


gulph, and are now landed ſafe on the 


ſhores of decrepuude, it is neither a ſpecimen 


of your ſenſe, or your gratitude, to confiſcate 
the property of the pilots who preſerved you 


from ſhipwreck, —You are neither too old nor 


too virtuous to have a ſtone 1 in your bladder, 
or a cancer in your rectum, and ſhould ſuch a 
mis fortune befal you in your old age, you 
muſt not expect that the men who live at 


the ſign of the red rag, will be very lenient 
operators; for the only perſons who could ex- 


tricate you from ſuch a dilemma, are the men 


whom moſt you have offended. But per- 
haps you would conſult your family ſur- 
geon the farrier: to whom in gratitude for 


22 | your 
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| your bounty we bequeath the pole and. the | 


baſon: for ſince he has been permitted to 
uſurp our profeſſion, it is but juſtice to your 
diſcernment, that we ſhould compliment him 
with its badges. The baſon may be inſtru- 
mental in bleeding his horſes when he has 


done with your Lordſhip; and as we have 


left off ſhaving, it is to us a uſeleſs utenſil: 


while the prolixity of the pole will remain 
a perpetual and juſt emblem of both your 


profeſſions. We are become brief in our 
operations, and therefore reject this mon- 
ſtroſity as a /ign of delay. Vour Lordſhip | 
has been brief too in our overthrow; but 
it is an exception to the courſe of the law. 
That you will certainly want our affiſtance, 


it would be equally uncharitable to hope, 6 


and raſh to prognoſticate. But you may 
live, like the tyrant Dionyſius, to be afraid 
even of your barber, without the conſola- 


tion which he poſſeſſed, of truſting the 


6 e | razor 
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razor to your child: for power never makes | 


ſuch implacable enemies as when it is ex- 
erciſed to the downfall of ſcience. But if 
we cannot rouze you by policy, let us 
awaken you to a ſenſe of moral propriety, _ 
as things which reſiſt the operation of ſol- | | 
vents are often divided by fire. The greateſt 
of poets was deſcended from a ſurgeon, and 

the greateſt of the evangeliſts profeſſed it; 

if therefore your Lordſhip has any preten- 
ſions, either to taſte or religion, you can- 

not conſcientiouſly oppreſs their poſterity. 
But perhaps that inattention to morality 
which we have ſeen exemplified in your 


character, may have rendered you invulner- 


able to ſeriptural quotations. I will not, 
therefore, preſs an argument, the ſtrength. 
of which you profeſſionally annihilate, and 
practically condemn. | Tg 


In ſhort, my Tord, when I come to take 


ail 


an impartial view of your conduct on tis 
queſtion, the opinions you have diſſeminated, 

and the plans you haye diſconcerted, I fin- 
cerely proteſt that I feel much more for hu- 
manity, than I do for my ſelf, Vour wit, for 
argument I cannot call it, was never wielded 
more malevolently againſt the current of com- 
mon utility, nor more unpropitiouſly for your 
own reputation. I really thought the ex- 
panſion of your mind had made you ſupe- 
rior to the dirty zeal of a faQtion ; and' that 
any undertaking | built on the well-grounded | 
plea of public utility, under any ſet of men 

or meaſures, would have found a warm 
partizan in your Lordſhip. But the pre- 
ſent conteſt has eclipſed your laurels only 

to convince mankind that the moſt exalted 
characters, as well as the moſt ſervile, are 
victims to the mean ſuggeſtions of intereſt. 
On what other ſuppoſition was it, either 


confiſtent with the greatneſs of your un- 
8 derſtanding, 
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N Teer, to "fey the mia repre: of 
an ex-miniſter ? It is not the portion of 


man to maintain an unperiſhable luſtre, - 


Your name has hitherto ſtood | high ;. but, be- 
lieve me, it will be more dilacerated by 
this laſt inglorious meaſure, than by all 
your former acerbitude. You have given 
an irreparable affront to a body of men, 


whom you cannot injure, and therefore ſhould 


bluſh to calumniate, 


There is a fort of vanity. even in poſt= 


humous reputation: N and be aſſured of hrs, 
that in the annals of medical ſcience your 
name will ever be recorded with deteſta- 
tion, and pronounced n contempt. 
Was 11 Ailpoſed te to 55 mae 1 night 
deſcribe the riſing generation of ſurgeons 
burning 
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burning you. in en like another Fawker, 
for having endeavoured to blow up their con- 

ſtitution. For us, our meaſure of revenge Z 
will be full, from the inevitable obloquy 
that will attend -* omg decrepitude, 295 


If you foodblb” this Ps can hurt our 
profeſſion, you err moſt egregiouſly. To 


extinguiſh the fame of the ſurgeon, you . 


muſt extinguith the maladies of mankind : 
and how far you have the ability to do either 
the one or the other, we may beſt learn 
; froth your own infirmities. The men who 
will ſuffer moſt by your zeal, are the men 
Whoſe intereſts you have moſt eſpouſed and 
protected. Health is too in valuable to be 
waſted in experiment. And as you have de- 
nied to the public that neceſſary and in- 
diſpenſable teſt of chirurgical ſkill, an 
Anatomical Tribunal, this meaſu re, inſtead 


of diſtributing practice, will become a ground 
| | 0 


3 4 % 


bf abbpeh We could have — 


genius, we could have ſelected it from the 
common maſs of empiriellin, and hive re- 
commended it to notice. But mankind 


cannot diſcriminate, and therefore will pon- 


fide only in men like us, made e 
by ſucceſsful practice, and ſanctione 
general approbation. Who would employ 
a man becauſe he had practiſed between 
the poles, or exerciſed his knife among 
the blacks of the Eaſt, or the ſlaves of the 
| Weſtern world? Suppoſe your Lordſhip 
| had a dropſy, would you allow yourſelf to 
be tapped by a man who never ſaw the 
human abdomen ? Or who can tell whe- 
ther in attempting to perforate your belly, 
he would not 1gnorantly plunge his tro- 


char either into your inteſtines or your 


liver? As patriots, then we fay, we fin- 
cerely pity your blind, unpopular zeal: 
but as men acting on the baſis of indivi- 
D . 
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